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BEAUTIFUL 
EXCEPTIONAL 
UNIQUE

A s we enter the light, airy building 
on the corner of Jermyn Street, Jan 
Du Cros, winner of the Countryside 
Alliance Gun Draw, says that she was, 
to put it mildly, surprised by her win: 

“To tell you the truth, I have no memory of entering 
the Countryside Alliance Gun Draw, and when 
an email arrived saying I’d won something, I was 
convinced it was a scam. I had to read it a few times 
to believe it. I never win anything!” And what a 
prize it is: the stunning 12-bore SL3, worth £18,000, 
provided by GMK and Beretta. 

So it made perfect sense to meet Jan at the Beretta 
Gallery, where she would take possession of the 
gun, and together have a tour of the place. Glass of 
champagne in hand, we are shown around by Tim 
King, general manager, and Luke Davison, deputy 
gunroom manager, starting on the top floor, where 
we can admire the SL3 – the latest innovation from 
Beretta, an over-and-under that combines the latest 
technology with Beretta’s outstanding hand-made 
finesse. Light streams through the windows, and 
Tim tells us about the Beretta Gallery as we wander 
round the spacious floors.   

Set over three floors, the gallery is unique among 
its fellow gun shops in London. As with all the 
others, it has guns, accessories and clothing, but 
there the similarities end – for where else in central 
London could you find such a variety of guns for 

sale from the £1,800 Silver Pigeon to a £200,000 
pair of made-to-order sidelock SO10s? This is by 
no means the only trait that makes the gallery 
so unusual. Set in a former bank, there is a huge 
vault in the basement, making it the perfect secure 
storage for the guns in stock, but also for clients’ 

We join the lucky winner of the 
Countryside Alliance Gun Draw 
on a tour of the Beretta Gallery, 
London, a shop that is distinctive 
in both its premise and people
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guns, and the gallery is the only shop of its kind to 
be open all day on Saturdays. “It’s like being able to 
start out with a Ford Focus and work your way up 
to a Ferrari,” says Tim on the variety of guns that 
Beretta stocks. 

Tim is himself a keen shooter: “I run a small 
driven shoot and do some of the gamekeeping 
myself, and during the summer I do as much clay 
shooting as I can – Sporting and Fitasc.” 

The Beretta Gallery is also unique in its 
conception – no other manufacturer has a retail 
outlet quite like it, says Tim: “It was set up in 2006. 
Beretta already had galleries in New York and 
Dallas, and Franco Beretta, who runs the retail side 
of the company, was keen to have a flagship store in 
the UK.” GMK, the distributor for Beretta in the UK, 
was charged with finding a premises, and, says Tim, 
“They found this place. It was the beginning of a 
very unusual partnership – GMK runs the shop, and 
I work for them, but I also answer to Franco, who 
pops in regularly. The partnership was cemented 
by Beretta buying a share of GMK, so the two 
companies are tied together. The great thing is that 
they are both family-run companies – Beretta is the 
oldest family business in the world, and will soon 
be celebrating its 500th anniversary, and while 
GMK might be a little younger, having been started 
by Björn Waktare in 1971, they both have a strong 
feeling of family.” 

The top floor of the Beretta Gallery is where 
the guns are displayed – and where Tim started 
working as Gunroom Manager. These days, you’ll 
find Luke there, who has been at the gallery since 
2013. Thanks to its partnership with GMK, you’ll 
find more than just Beretta shotguns – rifles by 
Tikka and Sako are also on show, and Luke is 
certainly the man to help you pick your perfect 
firearm. From a strong shooting background, he 
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started shooting at the age of 10 with a .410, and 
from then on spent every moment he could hunting 
beagles, fishing, stalking and of course shooting. 
Before joining the Beretta team, Luke worked 
with big-game guides and professional hunters in 
Zimbabwe and Mozambique. “I spend every spare 
moment outdoors: wildfowling, driven or walked-up 
shooting and stalking.” And of course he uses a 20-
bore Silver Pigeon for his game shooting, “Though 
I do have a Benelli Super Black Eagle III and my 
double 8-bore for the wildfowling.” 

Like Luke, Tim’s childhood was also spent out 
and about: “My grandfather taught me to shoot and 
fish. I started with an airgun when I was seven and 
graduated to a .410 when I was 11. I used to collect 
the bounty money – 50p – on vermin tails, and when 
I went to boarding school, I took my .410 with me 
and set up a clay shooting club. I built the clay trap 
myself. Initially, I also took my ferrets, but that was 
stopped after they all escaped and killed the school 
guinea pigs!” Tim left school after “achieving a 
bundle of O levels. I always loved working with 
metal and wood, so I started as an apprentice with a 
gunmaker.” After spending five years at the bench, 
Tim joined F A Anderson in Brighton, and, “I’ve 
been on the retail side ever since.” He came to the 

Beretta Gallery two years after it had been opened. 
Now his work is very varied – each Beretta 

Gallery manager spends time on steering 
committees at Beretta to ensure that the designs 
for the forthcoming season’s clothing will work for 
them. “I tend to stay quiet when it comes to the 
clothing that has a lot of the hi-viz orange on it, 
as that is not what the UK market is interested in. 
But I’m very vocal when it comes to the tweed!” 
The clothing at the Beretta Gallery is an unusual 
mixture of fashion and practicality. Tim says: “We 
don’t have a Beretta tweed, as such, but we always 
have two or three to choose from, and they change 
every few years, to keep it fresh.” There’s plenty 
of technical clothing, too. However, the Beretta 
Gallery by no means only stocks its own clothing 
lines: “We are the go-to place for many of the high-
end outdoor clothing from the continent – like 
Schneider and Hapsburg from Austria, or Tba, from 
Spain. We are the UK destination for brands like 
those.” The accessories and more decorative items 
are hand-picked by Tim, who scours the world for 
the best of the best: “Anything from custom-made 
knives to match box holders or candelabras. It’s a 
part of my job I really enjoy, spending the spring 
finding the perfect pieces for the gallery.” 

Before Jan heads back home to Herefordshire, 
she tells me she has been a member of the 
Countryside Alliance since 2002, “I joined just 
before the march. I feel it’s important to be 
a member – it does such good work for rural 
communities in general. I’ve entered a few of these 
draws, but I’ve never won anything, so to win this 
amazing shotgun is just the best surprise ever.” 

“THE GALLERY IS UNIQUE AMONG 
ITS FELLOW GUN SHOPS IN 

LONDON”

Jan Du Cros 
receives her Beretta 
SL3 from Tim King


