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This month’s gun test concerns 
something genuinely special – a 

new Beretta launched in Italy (and 
available in the UK by the time you 
read this). I was lucky enough to be 
invited to the event and came back 
amazed at Beretta’s application of 
the latest engineering science to 
firearms production. I don’t think 
that there is anyone else who comes 
close to them in this regard. They 
have taken the knowledge 
developed in their military business 
and applied it more broadly to 
firearms manufacture (add to that, of 
course, their colossal experience 
making sporting weapons).

For example, during research and 
development (R&D), Beretta now 
produce virtual models (full 
computer simulations) of every gun 
they produce. Once they create the 
virtual model – and the one of the 
new 694 is especially sophisticated 
– they can use and abuse it. For 
example, a component dimension or 
material may be changed to see just 
what the effects might be. They can 
also simulate the human user, and 
have developed an electronic 
impact detector that can be placed 
between the butt sole and the 
human tester’s shoulder to measure 
actual recoil – hard data. 

All of this is very clever of itself, 
but what blew me away was the sort 
of thing it leads to. Beretta’s head of 
R&D told me they discovered that 
they could make a change to barrel 
steel specification and that this 
might result in less recoil at the 
shoulder because the change of 
steel smoothed the transition of wad 
and shot down the barrel. 
Remarkable stuff.

The 694
At first glance, the new gun looks 
much like a 692 with a touch of 
DT11. The 694 has a trigger plate 
action like the 692 and the 

components within the trigger plate 
are the same as 69 series guns, but 
there are significant mechanical 
changes elsewhere. The weight of 
the resculpted action body has been 
increased by approximately 25g, 
improving both handling stability 
and balance. 

Meanwhile, the aesthetics have 
been improved too. The Nistan 
silver/nickel-finished action looks 
smart, and the overall look is sleek 
and modernistic. Pick the gun up 
and it feels solid – a little heavier 
than the 692. 

There are now full-length joining 
ribs with provision for adding B-fast 
system balancing weights. The 
barrels are made from Beretta’s 
Steelium Plus alloy and have an 
unusual taper bore similar to the 
DT11 but not quite as radical 
(nominal bores here are marked 
18.6mm). The barrels are of classic 
Beretta monobloc construction with 
76mm chambers in the Sporter and 
70mm in the Trap gun. 

Chokes in the Sporter are Optima 
HP. There is a 10-8mm ventilated 
top rib (10mm parallel in the Trap 
gun). The front sight is white rod in a 

steel carrier – simple but good 
(better, in my opinion, than 

interchangeable translucent 
inserts, which have a habit of 
falling out or breaking).

One major change is that 
the alloy fore-end ‘iron’ of 

earlier 69 series guns is replaced 
with a steel component. The ejection 
mechanism has been rejigged too. 
Powerful ejector springs are 
positioned behind the ejector slide 
and under the small discs that hold 
the ejectors in place (in a similar 
manner to a Perazzi). There is 
increased metal-to-metal contact in 

             Practically perfect...
...in every way! Mike Yardley is seriously impressed by the R&D that has gone into Beretta’s 
new and very much improved shotgun – the 694
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chokes are optima and there is a 10-8mm ventilated rib with a 
white rod front sight

The fences and head of the stock have flutes to improve 
peripheral target visibility

The action looks smart and modern, finished in Nistan silver 
and nickel – an improvement on earlier 69 series shotguns

The three-position adjustable trigger is the same design as the 
earlier models of Beretta’s 69 series

UP CLOSE

beretta 694

the way the ejector extractor slides 
into the monobloc, making the 
ejectors more rigid. There is also a 
three-position adjustable trigger and 
and a newly designed stock with a 
higher, fuller comb and a slight palm 
swell to its lengthened and more 
acutely angled grip. This fills the 
hand particularly well (as does the 
very comfy new fore-end). 

The fitted recoil pad is a high-tech 
Microcore type (with different 
lengths and spacers available). The 
B-Fast stock is also designed to 
accommodate a series of 20g and 
40g weights (which need to be 
purchased separately). 

Finally, there is a new all-steel top 
lever with anti-glare finish, and a 
barrel selector on the top strap 
mounted safety (omitted from the 
Trap version).

Technical
Coil springs mounted on guides 
drive the 694’s hammers. The 
hinging and locking systems are 
familiar. Trunnion hinging with studs 
at the knuckle and, rearwards, 
trapezoidal shoulders and two 
conical bolt projections from a 
U-bolt (that protrude from the action 
face) meet circular recesses either 
side of the breech. The same 
enlarged trapezoidal barrel 
shoulders are present as on earlier 
69 series guns, but the action body 
has been redesigned significantly. 

Another major difference with the 
694 compared to a 690 or 692 is 
that the fences and head of the 
stock have flutes to improve 
peripheral target visibility (a simple 
but clever and aesthetically 
successful modification). 

Another big change, as noted,  
is the new steel fore-end ‘iron’  
which will please gunsmiths. There 
is a new smaller fore-end catch as 
well, and there are now two ‘loops’ 
on the barrel – the forward one  
that the catch locates to, and a rear 
loop with a replaceable stud (much 
like a DT11 – where it goes into  
the fore-end iron, but here the  
stud is located on the back of the 
loop itself). n

I had the chance to shoot extensively 
with the Sporting and Trap versions of 
the 694 in various barrel lengths and was 
genuinely impressed. The 690 and 692 
were good guns, so could the 694 justify 
a 10% higher price tag? 

The guns all shot very well. I noted a 
couple of ejector glitches on the Sporting 
fields, which might be related to 
inadequate lubrication. General shooting 
and handling qualities were excellent. I 
did not, in all honesty, note a huge 
difference to earlier 69 series guns 
(which I like, own and use regularly). If I 
was a punter, I would, nevertheless, pay 
the pretty reasonable premium for the 
improvements. They all make sense and 
improve the overall specification and 
potential life of the gun. 

The modifications to barrel,  
fore-end and action all make this a  
better gun, as do the improved (higher) 
stock dimensions. 

Yes, I was impressed. It is not that 
expensive by modern standards and 
dealers that I have spoken to say it is 
already selling well.

SHOOTING
IMPRESSIONS

n	 	The upgraded specification
n	 	The impressive engineering
n	 	The handling and shooting qualities

n	 	Very little, but I could live without 
the blue go faster stripes

WE LIKE

WE DISLIKE

Beretta 694
n	 	Action type: coil spring powered 

fixed trigger plate
n	 	Bore: 12
n	 	Barrels: 30 and 32"
n	 	Chamber: 76mm (Sporter), 

70mm (Trap)
n	 	Chokes: Multi-Optima HP 

(five supplied)
n	 	Rib: 10-8mm taper (Trap), 10mm 

parallel (Sporter)
n	 	Weight: 7lb 10oz
n	 	RRP: 694 Sporter £3,645, £3,975 

adjustable stock (compared to 692, 
£3,475 standard Sporter)

TECH SPECS


