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T
he DT series has been around for 
a couple of decades, proving itself 
worthy to be in the Beretta stable by 
winning many titles in the hands of 

great shooters. It is a true competition gun 
and like many of the top clay-busters has 
a detachable trigger group, which is what 
‘DT’ stands for. Beretta’s DT10 was the first in 
this line and was derived from Beretta’s ASE 
series. The DT11 is the next generation. 

The gun comes in a variety of editions to suit 
all the major shooting disciplines, including 
Trap, Skeet and Sporter models. The gun on 
test is the DT11 Sport Black Edition Pro and is 
intended for the serious competition shooter. 

With carbon-fibre parts where necessary 
for strength and to save weight, the DT11 
Sport Black Edition Pro looks (and is) one of 
the most high-tech guns on the market. What 
makes this gun eye-catching is the adjustable 
stock. Designed by Italian company TSK, it 
can be fully customised to suit almost any 
body shape.

Robo gun?
Adjustable stocks have become more popular 
recently because they are versatile, cheaper 
than bespoke stocks and it also makes selling 
the gun on much easier than a custom-built 
one. Some shooters mock adjustable stocks 

calling them ‘Robo-cop guns’. This is partly 
due to snobbery of people who have custom-
fitted guns, but these ‘Robo-cop guns’ have 
an important advantage in that not only can 
they be made to fit anyone, they can also be 
adjusted easily if the shooter changes weight 
or wants to try a different technique or style 
of shooting. The DT11’s stock can be adjusted 
in so many ways that it can be perfectly 
tailored to any shooter.

The only thing you should be wary of is 
fiddling with the stock dimensions too much. 
I have had a gun with an adjustable stock 
and for the first few weeks I was playing 
around with the stock fit after every shooting 
session. As a result I started to shoot badly 
and was told by a shooting instructor – who 
finally helped me set the gun up – to never 
adjust it again.

Keeping the balance
Looking at the gun you would be forgiven 
for thinking that it would be barrel heavy 
because of the ‘skeleton’ stock, but the 
balance on the gun I tested was just on the 
hinge pin. Weights can be added both to the 
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 Available in 12-bore only  Fully adjustable stock  3in chambers  Adjustable trigger  Drop-out trigger mechanism  

The editor tests the latest version of Beretta’s top clay-buster, the DT11

INFO

A long forcing cone on
the Stellium barrels 
helps reduce recoil
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fore-end and the back of the stock to suit 
your preferences.

The DT11 has a slightly wider receiver with 
thicker walls than its predecessor, the DT10. 
This makes it stronger and ensures that it can 
withstand the thousands of cartridges a week 
it will have put through in its life. This more 
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the whole trigger unit. Having said that, it is 
unlikely that any of the parts will fail because 
they are bulletproof, but it gives the competitor 
peace of mind and a competitive edge. After 
all, many competition guns, such as the 
Perazzi MX8, have a drop-out trigger group. 

The trigger group is carbon fibre for 
durability and to save weight. To remove it 
requires moving the safety selector to a third 
position, opening the barrels and pulling 

IN DETAIL
Price:  £10,995
Weight:  3.6kg
Barrel:  30in (tested), 32in
Length of pull:  Adjustable
Drop:  Adjustable
Heel to toe:  Adjustable
Rib:  Ventilated 10mm parallel

robust receiver also brings the weight of the 
gun back into the shooter’s hands, giving it  
a more neutral balance and stability.

Beretta’s cross-bolt ensures a good lock-
up. When any shotgun is fired, the barrels 
and receiver are put under pressure to open 
up, but the cross-bolt above the centre line 
of the bore ensures they stay tightly locked 
up at its weakest point. 

Again, this is vital on a competition gun, 
which will get more of a hammering than  
any other type of shotgun.

Drop out
With pressure of performance in mind Beretta 
has devised a drop-out trigger unit. This 
means if a mainspring fails in a competition 
the shooter can either replace it or replace 

Multichoke  MicroCore recoil pad  Imported by GMK visit: gmk.co.uk

A carbon fibre top rib
and multichokes 
make this a true 

competition gun

Everything about the DT11 
Sport Black Edition Pro

exudes quality
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the trigger group out by the trigger-guard. It’s 
worth noting here that a new mainspring and 
firing pin come with the gun so that they can 
be replaced in a competition if there’s time.

Trigger
While we are talking about the trigger  
I might as well mention the trigger pull, 
which was silky smooth, had a predictable 
let-off point and the trigger-blade fitted 
nicely around my finger. 

The barrel selector and safety on the back 
strap have also been ergonomically redesigned 
with non-slip chequering. I found the blade 
came to my finger nicely, but it is adjustable, so 
you can have it exactly where you want it. 

The grip of the gun is designed so that the 
finger maintains a consistent pressure on 
the trigger-blade. An integral spur between 
the thumb and forefinger holds the shooter’s 
hand in place so that it doesn’t move with 
recoil. It’s a sophisticated design that gives 
great gun control. 

A deep beavertail fore-end fills the leading 
hand and is deep enough to keep both hands 
in line to aid co-ordinated movement. It also 
does a good job of shielding the shooter’s 
hand from the heat of the barrels. 

Barrels
Beretta is proud of its Steelium Pro barrel.  
A long (480mm) forcing cone reduces recoil 
because the pellets are gradually funnelled 
down the barrel, which produces less 
resistance than a shorter forcing cone.

This gradual funnelling of the pellets 
also means the pellets are less likely to be 
deformed and ‘lumped’ together as they 
would be with a shorter forcing cone.

I didn’t pattern test the gun, so I will have 
to take Beretta’s word about the even shot 
pattern. However, I can attest to the lack of 
recoil, which is exactly what you need in  
a competition gun because no one wants  
a sore shoulder when they are building  
up to a competition.

Using 24g and 28g loads the DT11 was 
extremely comfortable to shoot. There was 
minimal recoil and after 100 cartridges I 

still felt no adverse effects. At first the 
grip felt slightly unusual. With its 
spur between thumb and trigger 
finger, rather like a hilt, it felt as 

if I was holding a sword. However, 
it gave extremely good control of the 

gun and ensured a consistent gun mount 
each time and it’s consistency that you strive 

“The DT11 imbues you with confidence. 
It is made for competition and the solid 

engineering won’t let you down”

Up close
1. The carbon-fibre detachable 
trigger group takes the 
pressure off in competition
2. A fully adjustable stock means 
the gun can be set up precisely 
for the shooter’s requirements

 2

for when shooting at the highest level. Even 
when my palms got a bit sweaty the DT11  
felt very secure in my hands.

Wherever I looked the barrels followed 
with ease. There was no inertia to get the 
gun swinging through the shot; the gun  
just responded to my muscle movements  
and went with me. The neutral balance  
(I didn’t add any barrel weights) made the 

Many thanks to E J Churchill shooting ground for 
its help with this gun test. E J Churchill Shooting 
Ground, Park Lane, Lane End, High Wycombe, 
Buckinghamshire HP14 3NS
Visit: ejchurchill.com or call 01494 883227  
for more information
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A beavertail fore-end 
gives good control
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SCORES ON THE DOORS
Build quality  24/25
Handling  24/25
Styling  24/25
Value for money  23/25

95/100Total:

EDITOR’S VERDICT
Beretta has a long and illustrious 
history of making guns, but it’s not 
a company content to rest on its 
laurels. It has put everything it knows 
about competition shotguns into the 
DT11 to make a truly state-of-the-art 
clay-buster. It is a beautiful blend of 
old and new technology. The carbon-
fibre components, Steelium barrels 
and adjustable stock are all high-tech 
components that have been built on 
years of gunmaking experience, but 
Beretta has not lost sight of one of the 
most important factors in a completion 
gun and that is handling. Without that 
shooting becomes hard work and a lot 
less pleasurable. 

This gun isn’t cheap, but it is good 
value for money. It uses modern materials 
such as carbon fibre and mixes that 
with good old-fashioned gunmaking 
know-how. Combining the best of the 
old and the new, Beretta has created a 
winner in the eyes of many and I’m sure 
the DT series will be around, winning 
competitions for a long time to come.

to be said for me. The DT11 imbues you  
with confidence. It is made for competition 
and the solid engineering reassures you  
that it won’t let you down. 

It was also a very relaxing gun to shoot. 
Rather like driving a refined powerful car 
the DT11 exuded calm reassurance, which  
is exactly what you need when shooting  
for your life in a competition. The gun  
just did its job quietly and uneventfully  
and you just wanted to shoot it and  
shoot it. 

gun feel relatively light and pointable, which 
is something you don’t always get with guns 
with longer barrels. 

Quality
The safety and barrel selector moved with 
refinement, which was matched by the 
smooth inertia trigger. Everything about  
this gun exuded quality. After dropping  

two more cartridges in its 3in chambers  
I closed the Beretta with a reassuring 
‘thunk’, which made it sound as well  
built as it felt. 

After shooting a few cartridges through 
the gun there was no heat shimmer above 
the carbon-fibre rib to obscure the sight 
picture. Hitting targets with the gun  
began to feel effortless, which is something 

Hitting targets with 
the gun began to feel 

effortless, relaxing even

The DT11 has a wider
receiver with thicker
walls than the DT10


