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Rifle test

Let’s look at that stock. Basically, it 
is a Tikka T3X stock adapted or inletted 
for the rimfire action. Therefore it 
has a full rifle-sized feel to it, yet still 
retains that lightweight handling. 
This is due to the injection-moulded 
system Tikka uses to form two halves 
that are then cemented together. 
The stock is hollow where weight or 
strength is not needed. Where impact 
or torsion will affect performance, the 
stock is strengthened or reinforced 
with more polymer or ribbed sections.

This means it feels stable and 
handles incredibly well. The stock has 
a smooth black finish and moulded-in 
chequering for extra grip. These areas 
have raised diamond chequering to the 
fore-end and raised striated parallel 
lines to the pistol grip. As with the T3X 
rifles, the pistol grip can be removed 
using a small Allen key and alternative 
grip arrangements can be fitted.

There is no cheekpiece and only  
a few faceted grooves to add interest. 
There is a small plastic butt-plate — 
not my favourite — but despite this, 
the stock handles well and is actually 
pretty much ambidextrous.

Within the barrel channel, the 
excess space due to the smaller 
profiled barrel is filled in with an insert 
of stock material, held in place by an 
Allen screw through the fore-end.

M y first rifle was a Tikka 
LSA 55 in .308 Win, 
which I still shoot 
today, and so I have a 

long association with Tikka rifles, 
be they standard configurations 
or custom rebuilds. But this is the 
first time Tikka has ventured into 
the rimfire market. I shoot a Sako 
Finnfire, the original model, so was 
keen to try Tikka’s offering, the T1X. 
This is a rimfire designed to mimic 
the proportions of the T3X centrefire 
rifles and thus has the same action 
profile, so can accept a range of T3 
accessories and stock alternatives.

It is available in either .22 LR 
rimfire or .17 HMR, with a 16in or 
20in barrel-length option — both are 
threaded for a sound moderator —  
but there is no left-hand version yet. 
Tikka is good at supplying left-hand 
options, so it is only a matter of time.

This rifle, which has no open 
sights, a detachable 10-shot magazine 
and a decent synthetic stock, is aimed 
squarely at the sporting market.

First impressions
Owners of Tikka T3-model rifles 
will find the look and feel of the 
T1X familiar as, for all intents and 
purposes, it is a rimfire T3. This makes 
sense to me — it means you are familiar 
with the operating and handling of 
the rifle, and the trigger and safety 
are the same. The stock is the new 
Tikka design. Overall quality and 
fit represent good value when you 
consider the retail price of £575 for 
both the .22 LR and .17 HMR versions.J.
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Tikka T1X .22 LR
Finnish gunmaker Tikka has unveiled its first rimfire and Bruce 
Potts is impressed — so much so, he is buying one for himself
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Now it becomes interesting. With 
Tikka being part of the Sako group, 
now owned by Beretta, I was half 
expecting a modified version of the 
Sako Finnfire 2 rimfire. But no, it is 
a totally different approach — it uses 
the basic T3X action form, but heavily 
modified to shoot rimfire and not 
centrefire. You can see this instantly 
as the front of the action, where the 
barrel union is, has been cut away, so 
the top half has gone, but the bottom 
half still has the T3X profile, so fits the 
stock correctly — clever.

All-steel action
The all-steel action has a matte blued 
finish and the bolt is made from 
stainless steel. It is a typical rimfire, 
with a non-rotating bolt that locks at 
the rear, and has a large single claw 
extractor sited into the right side of the 
bolt face. A groove cut to the left allows 
the ejector spur or spring in the action 
wall to contact the case’s rim and flip 
it out sideways. The ejection port is 
stepped, I guess to accommodate both 
the .22 rimfire and .17 HMR lengths for 
a 100 per cent function.

The bolt has a short throw at 1.46in 
and low 60° bolt lift. It has a one-
piece bolt handle, too, with a tapered 
hollow knob, but a straight handle 
that is secured via an Allen screw 

“Overall quality and fit represent good 
value when you consider the retail price  
of both the .22 LR and .17 HMR versions”
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N E E D  T O  K N O W
Manufacturer Tikka

Model T1X

Type Bolt action

Overall length 33.75in (16in barrel)

Barrel length 16in, threaded 0.5in UNF

Calibre .22 LR 

Finish Blued steel 

Weight 5.3lb

Magazine Detachable, 10 shot 

Stock Black moulded synthetic

Trigger Single stage

Safety Lever type

Sights None, 11mm dovetails  
for scope mount

Importer GMK, tel 01489 579999

Price £575 (spare magazine £35)
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through the centre. It handles well 
and, despite the plastic bolt shroud, 
where the cocking indicator protrudes 
when cocked, it is a good, reliable bolt 
system. You also have a full-length, 
11mm dovetail rail and additional 
screw fitments, so any scope mount 
can be fitted, two or one piece. 

The action is bedded via a steel 
lug in the stock that corresponds to 
a slot in the base of the action. Other 
than that, it has no other bedding 
compound. The barrel is secured to 
the action via three Allen screws and is 
free-floated 5in from the action union.

It has a semi-weight profile: 0.895in 
at the action, tapering to 0.728in at 
the muzzle, ending with a 0.5in UNF 
thread and concave crown. The finish 
is the same as the action. It has your 
typical one-in-16.5in rifling twist rate, 
with six grooves and the whole is cold-
hammer forged.

The trigger-guard is polymer 
and so will not rust when rested in 
wet grass and the design will accept 
aftermarket metal alternatives if you 
prefer. The magazine is detachable 
and pops out via a small catch in 
front of the magazine that is easily 
accessible. The magazine is all-
polymer construction and a 10-shot 
only option at present. This model 

had a large polymer attachment at the 
base to increase the grip area, which 
is a great idea, but for me it ruins the 
graceful lines of the T1X.

The trigger is, again, T3 with 
adjustment for weight, but this single-
stage trigger broke cleanly at 4.25lb.

On the range
I fitted a one-piece Apel rimfire  
mount that had windage adjustment 
and a Zeiss Terra scope, along with 
an A-TEC CMM-4 aluminium sound 
moderator to keep the weight down.

I chose a wide variety of ammunition 
styles and velocities to test as I wanted 
to see how accurate this Tikka was.

Zeroed at 50 yards, the first on test 
were the two Winchester subsonic 
ammunition choices — the 40-gr or 
newer 42-gr Max loads. Both are good, 
achieving a velocity of 1,167fps and 
1,181fps and 121ft/lb and 130ft/lb energy 
respectively. Group sizes were 0.65in 
and 0.55in for five shots at 50 yards.

Eley subsonics have had a weight 
change to 38-gr and use a lighter 
lubricant to stop gumming up the 

action. These shot 0.65in groups and 
achieved 1,047fps and 93ft/lb energy.

RWS subsonics always hit the mark 
and have an overall lower velocity, 
so nice and quiet, too. Accuracy was 
great at 0.40in with 984fps for 86ft/lb.

CCI segmented ammunition, 
whose 40-gr bullet splits into three 
segments to reduce ricochets and 
increase lethality, gave a quite high 
1,078fps for 103ft/lb energy and good 
accuracy at 50 yards of 0.75in.

RWS HV is high-velocity 
ammunition that, like its slower 
sibling, the .22 subsonic, shoots 
remarkably well. Accuracy at 50  
yards was 0.55in and at 100 yards  
was only 0.85in. Velocity is 1,244fps  
and energy 138ft/lb, so above the 
speed of sound and therefore making 
a loud crack on firing.

CCI CB Long is one of my favourite 
reduced loads, ideal for close range 
and lowest noise disturbance. The  
T1X grouped five shots into 0.75in  
at 20 yards and achieved 761fps  
and 37ft/lb energy from its lighter 
29-gr bullet. 

The T1X rifle from Tikka  
has a full-sized action 

modified for rimfire use

The T1X’s synthetic 
stock is lightweight 
but tough

The cutaway action to front top and an extra spacer accommodate 
different profiled barrels to the rifle’s synthetic stock
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I N  T H E  F I E L D

The T1X is a 
great all-round 

and practical 
rimfire rifle — 

Bruce is a big fan

D ue to the carbine-like size, 
even with an MAE sound 
moderator and Zeiss 
scope fitted, the Tikka 

T1X is just what you want from  
a sporting arm that will be carried 
and shouldered in the field.

Loaded with RWS subsonic 
ammunition, due to the excellent 
accuracy and low-noise report from 
the moderator, I wanted to see how the 
T1X would perform against vermin.

First of all, I ran the ballistics 
through the QuickTarget program, 
as it gives an accurate printout of the 
ranges and trajectory drop, as well 
as wind drift. It is a great aid to stick 
to the Tikka’s stock or memorise, 
especially with the rainbow-like 
trajectory of any .22 rimfire subsonic.

The rifle has a synthetic stock 
so you are not too worried about 
scratching it, though it was a test  
gun, so steady as she goes. I fitted  

a sling and a Harris bipod. The floated 
barrel ensured no upward pressure to 
interfere with its accuracy.

The T1X was utilised to great 
effect on several rabbits, rats, the 
odd squirrel and even an inquisitive 
pigeon. I was impressed mainly with 
the ease of magazine release and 
loading, even in the dark. The trigger 

is good and, by fitting a set of Weaver-
type rail adaptors, a QD scope can 
be exchanged for a night-vision or 
thermal device in an instant. 

If the synthetic stock is not to your 
liking — it is a bit austere but totally 
functional — then a Boyds, McMillan, 
Form, Bell and Carlson or GRS stock 
can be fitted.

“I was impressed 
mainly with the 
ease of magazine 
release and 
loading, even  
in the dark”

C O N C L U S I O N

Accuracy
Great accuracy with a variety of subsonic and high- 
velocity rounds. 

Handling Nice carbine-like barrel helps good handling.

Trigger Usual quality Tikka trigger.

Stock T3X-type stock; would like to see a thumbhole version.

Value Superb value, will sell very well.
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The ability to fit different stocks means you can personalise the T1X into your own 
custom rimfire, and that’s exactly what I intend to do — it was so good, I am buying  
one. I have already ordered Boyds and McMillan stocks and a few spare scope adaptors 
for night-vision use, so I can use the T1X to its full potential and give my son my old —  
I mean lovely — Sako Finnfire.

Seriously though, Tikka has a winner here, as at £575 retail — but with street  
prices as low as £495 — it allows a scope and moderator to be added without breaking 
the bank. I would love to see a .17 WSM version in the future. Personally, the shorter 
16in .22 LR version tested would be my choice as the best all-round vermin rimfire  
in its class.


